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1. Professional data about the PhD student

Dr. Tsveta Ivanova Kalinova is a PhD student in Dermatology and Venereology since
2018. During the period of her training in Dermatology and Venereology until
presence, she actively participates in the diagnostics and treatment of bacterial
infections of the skin.

2. Scientific data-abeut the PliD-student:

Dr. Kalinova's research interests in recent years have been on accurate diagnosis and
therapeutic approach in patients with bacterial infections of the skin and more
specifically - erysipelas.

Until the date of the defemse, the casididate has 6 scientific publications (five on
Bulgarian and one in English), as all of them are refated to the dissertation topic. In
addition, the PhD student participates as a-coe-author in 4 seientific presentations.

3.  Analysis of the-dissertation
3.1. Actunlity oftheproblem
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In her dissertation, Dr. Kalinova aims to study the hemostatic indices in erysipelas,
some ot its epidemiological characteristics and the inflammatory marker -
procalcitonin.

The dissertation of Dr. Kalinova will have a significant contribution in the field of
Dermatology and Venereology. What is important is that in Bulgaria there no exist
any scientific work on this issue so far. I believe that the dissertation will contribute to
fulfill the missing at national level data on the prevalence, frequency and pathology of

hemostasis in erysipelas.
3.2. Assessement of the dissertation

In the current research, 89 patients with erysipelas and 49 controls were examined,
with representative information on the epidemiological, demographic, clinical aspects
as well as markers of inflammation and hemostatic changes, assessment of the

erysipelas severity in Bulgaria.

This is the first published study on the relationship of erysipelas and hemostatic
changes in our country.

The dissertation was discussed at an extended Department Council and was
unanimously approved for an official public defense.

The dissertation work is elaborated on 97 pages and illustrated with 7 figures, 18
tables and 3 supplements. The list of scientific publications includes 85 sources, as 18
belong to Bulgarian authors and their articles and publications. This speaks of a good
knowledge of the matter and taking into account the Bulgarian contribution to the

issue.

The literature review, regarding the dissertation topic, is written in a clear and
adequate scientific style and shows that Dr. Kalinova has a profound knowledge of
the current issue. She summarizes and analyzes scientific information, giving the

reason to realize the need of prognostic markers in erysipelas.
The contributions made by Dr. Kalinova are significant, because:

L The hemostatic indices in erysipelas are studied for the first time in our
country. This is of practical importance due to the need for anticoagulant therapy.

2. Procalcitonin level in erysipelas is being studied for the first time
worldwide.

3 An algorithm has been introduced for conducting clinical and laboratory
studies of hemostasis in patients with erysipelas, as well as the need to include and

anticoagulant

4. Ceonclusion
The dissertation topic is undoubtedly relevant, the study has a scientific and
practical focus. The dissertation of Dr. Kalinova demonstrates the
commitment and cempetence of the author and shows her serious and
profound scientific and practical interest in this important issue.

The quality of the dissertation,- taking-into -acoount'the made critical remarks,
as well as the requirements for the necessary quantitative and qualitative
criteria according to the Regulations for the development of the academic staff

S s



at Medical University of Varna, give me the reason to vote positively and to
propose to the respected members of the scientific jury to award Dr. Tsveta
Kalinova the educational and scientific degree “DOCTOR”

Date: Signature: Prof. Dr.Zdravka Demerdjieva
13.09.2021 r. )




