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Hello and Welcome to Varna! 
 
So you've chosen to study at our university, and you'll soon be arriving at our friendly 
seaside city where the language is strange, the alphabet is stranger, and you don't 
know a single person!  That will all change in time, but it can be a real problem for 
newcomers, so we've decided to put together this short guide to give you a general 
idea about the city and give you some useful tips. 
 
If you have any important questions not covered here (of which there are many) 
please join the official english language student's Facebook group: "MU Varna - 
Students' group".  We've all dealt with the problems you'll face, and we'll be happy to 
answer your questions! 
 
The MUV also has an active Student's Union with an International Student Council, 
which organizes student events and activities. We can help you out!  Find us in the 
office right across from the library.  

Welcome! 
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Varna! The Center and Surroundings 
 
Varna has a roughly 2x2 km area around the center which contains almost everything 
you'll need.  The Uni, a variety of stores, most restaurants, cafes, clubs and other 
entertainment are in this area. The first step is to learn the main streets so you can 
navigate, but this will take some time, so the above map is more of a rough reference.   
 
The large street "Tsar Osvoboditel", where the "university stuff" is located, is a good 
street to memorize, as you will be using it often to get to and from classes.  The area 
around "Sevastopol" is also a must and serves as a convenient meeting point. 
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University Stuff 
(Tsar Osvoboditel Street) 

Restaurants, Cafes and 
Stores 

Beach Strip 

"Sevastopol" 
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Some Landmarks 
 
There are a few spots around town that you should know and that people will mention.  
Here are the main ones: 

Sevastopol  
or  

Mcdonalds 

City Hall 
"obshtinata" 

The Cathedral 
"katedralata" 

The Opera 
"operata" 

New Yorker 
"New Yorker" or "valentinata" 

Entrance to Sea Garden  
"vhod na morskata gradina" 
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The Beach 
 
Varna has a large park near the beach, known as the "Morska Gradina" or Sea 
Garden.  The beach is lined with cafe-bars and restaurants, along with a few clubs.  
The large street heading from Sevastopol away from the City Hall leads directly to the 
beach. 

There are restaurants and cafes extending from one side of the 
beach to the other, which is about 3 to 4 km, so it's best to just 
walk all the way and see them all!  

To Beach To New Yorker 
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The HAI is  
officially called the 
RZE (re-zee-ee) 

St. Marina Hospital 
"therapia" 

St. Anna Hospital 
"okruzhna bolnitsa" 

HAI 
"hey" 

Medical College and 
Dental Faculty 

"dentalna" 
Medical University Varna 
"meditsinski universitet" 

Where are my classes? 
 
Marked above are the main faculties of medicine.  Classes in the first two years are 
held mainly at the Medical University Varna building, and all administrative offices are 
located there. Here are the addresses, though most taxi drivers know the locations: 
 
The addresses are: 
* MU Varna   -  Professor Marin Drinov 55 
* Dental Faculty  -  Blvd. Tsar Osvoboditel 150 
* HAI    - Bregalnitsa 3 
* St. Anna   - Blvd. Tsar Osvoboditel 100 
* St. Marina   - Blvd. Hristo Smirnenski 1 
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Medical Supplies 
 
You're accepted to medicine, you're here in the MUV, and you're dying to buy cool gear 
and use it on patients!  Well, you won't be needing anything but a white coat for your 
first two years, but don't let that stop you from buying 5 different types of reflex 
hammers! 
 
There are numerous stores around town where you can buy medical clothing and 
supplies, but here are the main ones: 
 
* Midima - Blvd. Hristo Botev 6 - All kinds of work clothes, including white coats and 
scrubs. 
* "Therapia" store - St. Marina - This store is on the 2nd floor of St Marina 
hospital, to the left of the main entrance, and sells coats and scrubs. 
* Medilink - Brigalnitsa 26-28 - A large store which sells medical supplies of all 
kinds (but not clothing). 
* St. Anna also has a number of stores for medical supplies and clothing, located 
behind the main building.  There is no official street name, so I can't give an address, 
but ask for "magazin za meditsinski oblekla" and someone 
should be able to point you in the right direction. 
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St. Marina Hospital 
"therapia" 

St. Anna Hospital 
"okruzhna bolnitsa" 

What if there's an emergency? 
 
The emergency number for Bulgaria is 112, for both police and medical emergencies.  
If you have a smaller injury not requiring an ambulance you can go to St. Anna or St 
Marina, which have emergency rooms. 
 
If you have a serious injury, including broken bones, go to St. Anna! It has the 
biggest ER in town! 
 
* St. Anna   - Blvd. Tsar Osvoboditel 100 
*St. Marina   - Blvd. Hristo Smirnenski 1 
 
For smaller medical needs you can find pharmacies throughout the city, called "apteki".  
In Cyrillic their signs say: 
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Taxi rates in varna are extremely cheap by western standards, so don't get hustled!  
The fare from the airport to the city center should be 15 leva maximum, a taxi from the 
center to Golden Sands should be 25 leva maximum, and most rides around the center 
should be under 5 leva. 
 
If you're looking for a taxi you can find many by the Cathedral and Sevastopol, and the 
uni has a taxi call box to the left of the entrance.  And remember: it's best to take 
either Triumf or Omega taxis!  

Varna's Taxis 

When you get to the airport, train 
station, or bus station call a taxi 
from one of these companies. 

DO NOT TAKE AN  
UNMARKED TAXI! 

Especially from the airport!  
Useful Terms: 

"Spri" - stop  &  "Spri tooka" - stop here 
"Lyavo" - left & "Dyasno" - right 
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Varchev Exchange 

You can find exchange bureaus scattered around varna, with most of them along the 
central streets.  But remember a few basic rules! 
 
1) If the shop doesn't have a "Western Union" logo on the outside, don't go in.  The 
non-Western Union bureaus are generally out to rip you off.  
2) If someone outside the bureau asks if you want to exchange money, say no.  
These people are scam artists, and WILL rip you off! 
3) Always count your money when you get it!  Some tellers may "forget" to add some 
bills, leaving you hundreds short. 
 
These two bureaus are reliable and are very easy to find: 
* Varchev Exchange - Blvd. Osmi Primorski Polk 71 
* Black Sea Capital - Blvd. Osmi Primorski Polk 67-69 
 
   You can also exchange currency at banks, 
   but they usually have unfavorable rates! 

Oops! I ran out of money! 
(No worries, we've all been there!) 

Black Sea Capital 

NOT THIS ONE! The exchange by the opera 
is not trustworthy. They will scam you! 
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Cathedral 

Cafes and Restaurants 
 
University Area 
 
There are many cafes and restaurants around the university which you can go to 
during lunch or breaks.  Below are some of the main ones. There are more in the 
area, so if you see a place, try it out! 

Happy 
Restaurant 

University 

Doner 

Bakery 

Deniz Doner 

Mojito Bar 
Cafe-Bar 

Rendezvous 
Restaurant 

Tabla 
Restaurant 

Kramer 
Cafe/Restaurant 

Leonardo 
Restaurant 

"Chow" 
Chinese Restaurant 

Black Sheep Pub 
Sports-bar 

Classico 
Cafe/Restaurant 

College Bar 
Cafe 

Vitamin 
Coffee Shop 

"Kitaiska Stena" 
Chinese Restaurant 
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Cafes and Restaurants 
 
Center 
 
There are many cafes and restaurants in the center, the majority of which are 
clustered around Sevastopol, but there are also many around the opera and cathedral. 

A note on tipping: It is not customary to tip in Bulgaria since it's incorporated 
into the bill, but you can still leave some money for the waiters if you wish. 

Opera 
Grill Master 
Restaurant 

Sevastopol 

Subway 

McDonald's 

Grafiti 
Cafe 

Vino 
Restaurant 

Happy 
Restaurant 

Ginger 
Cafe 

Godzilla 
Restaurant 

Bodega 
Restaurant 

The Shelter 
Bar and Billiards 

Costa 
Cafe 

Onyx 
Cafe 

Amazonas 
Cofe 

La Pastaria 
Restaurant 
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Where can I buy food? 
 
For simplicity, lets just mention the large supermarkets. 
 
* Picadilly - A major chain with many locations around the university.  The two big 
locations are the 24hr Picadilly  and the Picadilly on Chataldja Street.  Tell the taxi 
driver "Picadilly dvaisi i chetiri chasa" or "Picadilly Chataldja". 
* Billa - Another large chain, but the locations are further from the university.  "Billa 
kolhosen pazar" and "Billa Vladislav Varnenchik" are in the South West part of town, 
while "Billa Chaika" is in the North East.  
* CBA - A smaller chain of supermarkets that can be found around town.  There are 
too many locations to list. 
* Kaufland - A very large supermarket that sells almost everything, and which is right 
next to Mall Varna. 
 
  There are other large supermarkets such as Lidl, Penny, and Metro 
  which are far from the center, but taxi drivers know the locations. 



Malls 
 
Varna has multiple malls, but 
there are two which are by far the 
most popular. 

Grand Mall Varna - The closest to the city center, this mall has many stores, a 
cinema, as well as restaurants, fast-food, and cafes. 
 
Varna Mall - The older of the two (but still practically new), it has similar offering to 
Grand Mall, including a cinema. 

Just tell the taxi drivers 
which mall you want and 
they'll take you there.   

Cathedral 
"Katedralata" 
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Mobile Service Providers 

There are three main companies in Bulgaria: Globul, Mtel and Vivacom. 
 
Globul is the one most used by students, and has affordable plans. Vivacom is the 
largest telecom company and you can get packages that combine mobile service with 
TV and internet.  Mtel has equivalent plans. 
 
The three companies offer service plans which are very similar, but it is highly 
recommended that you have a plan with a lot of free minutes to other providers.  It will 
save you a lot of money! 
 
You can find offices for each company along Maria Louisa Street, and spread 
throughout the city.   
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Internet Service Providers 

There are many internet and TV providers in Varna, each with similar plans.  
However, there can be big differences in speeds, packages, and coverage, so it's 
best to search for the one that suits you. 
 
That being said, Vivacom, Blizoo, Bulsatcom and some others provide fiberoptic 
coverage to certain parts of varna.  If you have it in your neighborhood, it is 
recommended, as the speeds are much faster than ADSL or cable and the price is 
roughly the same. 
 
* Blizoo - Tchataldja 5 
* TCV - Tsar Asen 14 
* Bulsatcom - Blvd. Osmi Primorski Polk 83 
* Vivacom - Blvd Suborni 22 
* Msat - General Parensov 3 

http://www.tcv.bg/
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Toilet signs are: 

Some Useful Terms 
and Phrases 
 
Here's a list of useful terms that  
you may need in your first days in Varna. 
 
"Zdrasti" or "dober den" - Hello 
"Do vizhdane" or "ciao"- Goodbye 
"Blagodariya" or "merci" - Thank you 
 
"Ne Razbiram" - I don't understand 
"Kade e...?" - Where is...? 
"Triyabva mi..." - I need... 
"Az sum..." - I am (called)... 
"Da" - Yes 
"Ne" - No  
"Ivzenete" - Excuse me 
"Mozhe li?" - May I?  
"Angleesko menu" - English menu 
"Smetkata" - The bill. 
"Fuf broy ili sus karta?" - In restaurants when they bring the bill they may ask if you 
want to pay cash (fuf broy) or credit (karta). 
"Kolko struva?" - How much does it cost? 
"Banka" - Bank 
"Magazin" - Store 
"Apteka" - Pharmacy 
"Olitsa" - Street 
"Toileta" - The toilet ("kade e toileta?" see, not that hard!) 
 
 
And when that doesn't help don't hesitate to ask in English! 
Make sure to speak loudly and wave your hands so that 
everybody understands you! 
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Yes, you failed your exam!    No, you didn't pass your exam! 

Bulgarian Gestures 
 
* Bulgarians have the opposite meaning for head shakes compared to Westerners.  
Side to side means yes, up and down means no! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* In Bulgaria the universal gesture for "smetkata"  
(the bill) is a raised hand "writing in the air", not  
the raised index finger more common in the West. 
 
 
Bulgarian Food 

 
Bulgarians have a few traditional foods that are still  
found everywhere:   
 
* "Banitsa" - Essentially the same as the 
Turkish burek or the Greek tiropita, it is  
food made of layered filo dough, feta  
cheese, eggs and butter. 
* "Sharena Sol" - This is a delicious  
mixture of red pepper, salt and spices.   
* "Ayran" - Yogurt diluted with water.  Refreshing, but perhaps requiring some getting 
used to. 
* "Boza" - A sweet non-alcoholic drink made of fermented wheat. 
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That's all for now! 
 
I hope this short guide has given you some useful information that will help you get 
oriented a bit faster! 
 
If you need more help or information, just ask.  Ask other students, ask the Student's 
Union, ask on Facebook, and ask people on the street; someone will tell you what you 
need to know.  Varna is a very friendly city, and we have a large student body ready 
to help! 
 
Best of luck in your studies and enjoy your stay in Varna! 
 
 
Martin Shapev 
English Program Representative 
MUV Student's Union 
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